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the most revolutionary regime ever known should sit at the
same diplomatic table with the representatives of the
most reactionary military caste among all ruling classes.
The spokesman of the most disciplined and apparently
most firmly established Government met the leaders of a
revolutionary State whose lease of life was still uncertain.

No two groups could have thought more differently. The
Central Powers spoke the ancient language of diplomacy,
time-honoured and crusted with tradition. They thought
in terms of strategic lines, of provinces ceded, of economic
advantages to be gained. Not so the Bolsheviks. Theirs was
not a parlance of frontiers and concessions. This was the
first contact of Bolshevism with the Western World, and
it was the aim of the Soviet representatives to utilize the
meetings as a sounding-board for the propagation of their
doctrine. In their principles of a general European peace
they were not concerned with geographical terms and
expressions. They banked upon the immediate effect of
their propaganda on the war-weary masses of Europe to
achieve what they knew could not be achieved by force
of arms, namely the World Revolution and the replacement
of Imperialism by " the rule of the proletariat".

" We began peace negotiations ", wrote Trotsky, " in
the hope of arousing the workmen's parties of Germany and
Austria-Hungary'as well as those of the Entente countries.
For this reason we were obliged to delay the negotiations as
long as possible to give the European workmen time to
understand the main fact of the Soviet revolution itself
and particularly its peace policy." *

Moreover, fully to appreciate the inwardness of the
Bolshevik peace proposals, they must be regarded in the
light of Bolshevik philosophy. At first sight the promises
of self-determination given to nationalism in the Russian
peace programme would appear to weaken the Bolsheviks,
for almost inevitably it meant that large areas of the former
1 Leon Trotsky, Lenin (London, 1925), p. 128.